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1883, was the subject of a special Order by the Prefect
of the Seine, and Dr. A. Gauthier, in his evidence before
the Parliamentary Commission of 1902, declared that this
measure almost immediately produced good results. The
number of patients, which was 600 per annum in
1878 to 1883, fell to 150 in the triennial period following.
This latter figure kept so for some time ; then, owing' to
negligence, relaxation, in the observation of the restric-
tions of the Order, it rose to 200 per annum. In a fresh
report to the Conseil d'Hygiene, recalling the good effect
of the restrictions when they were observed, Dr. A.
Gauthier required of the inspectors still more active
supervision, and again the number of patients fell to
130 or 150 per annum ; and, moreover, adds the reporter,
they were generally slight cases, which did not exceed
more than from twelve to fifteen days in the hospital,
and that on a population of 30,000 to 32,000 workmen,
at a minimum, who handle lead in Paris under all its
forms. In spite of this small proportion of patients and
the slightness of their illnesses, it was still too evident
that lead poisoning required to be fought seriously ; and
Dr. A. Gauthier, recognising that it was painters who
occupied the prominent place amongst those poisoned,
wrote in a later report, "Whence comes this recrudes-
cence of patients amongst painters? " " From negligence
in the means of preservation, which however remain for
them a question of life or death." But he did not ex-
aggerate the danger; he even opposed during the campaign
and very vigorously the exaggerations which could not
fail to be made, and he was blamed therefor not less
vigorously ; nevertheless, it was he who first sounded the